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I am writing to you today as Her Majesty The Queen's personal representative here in

Suffolk.

Last Friday, on the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, millions of people around the world
listened to The Queen's deeply moving address, an inspiration to us all in these dark times. I
thought you might like a copy for your Parish Council records. I also enclose a copy of the
address she made to the nation on the 5tr of April, and a message of gratitude from the Duke
of Ediirburgh.

These are exceptionally challenging times for our communities and yet despite the
uncertainty and sadness, I am hearing of extraordinary acts of kindness across Suffolk as
neighbours pull together to help the most vulnerable in their communities. This pandemic can
and will affect people in so many different ways, but its targeting on our most vulnerable people
is particularly cruel. Without the work of your Council and the support of your community, I
know that it could be unbearable for so rnuny more friends and neigirbours.

With your help and leadership, I know we will get through this challenge together and
that our communities will emerge from it stronger.

Please accept the deepest gratitude to you, your colleagues, and your community here
in Suffolk for all that you are doing to support each other in such difficult times.

My warmest best wishes,

/* ult
Clare, Countess of Euston
H.M. Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk
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HM The Oueen's Message to the Nation, on 5 April 2020

I am speaking to you at what I know is an increasingly challenging time. A time of
disruption in the life of our country: a disruption that has brought grief to some, financial
difficulties to many, and enormous changes to the daily lives of us all.

I want to thank everyone on the NHS front line, as well as care workers and those carrying
out essential roles, who selflessly continue their day-to-day duties outside the home in
support of us all. I am sure the nation will join me in assuring you that what you do is
appreciated and every hour of your hard work brings us closer to a return to more normal
times.

I also want to thank those of you who are staying at home, thereby helping to protect the
vulnerable and sparing many families the pain already felt by those who have lost loved
ones. Together we are tackling this disease, and I want to reassure you that if we remain
united and resolute, then we will overcome it.

I hope in the years to come everyone will be able to take pride in how they responded to
this challenge. And those who come after us will say that the Britons of this generation
were as strong as any. That the attributes of self-discipline, of quiet good-humoured
resolve bnd of fellow-feeling still characterise this country. The pride in who we are is not
a part of our past, it defines our present and our future.

The moments when the United Kingdom has come together to applaud its care and
essential workers will be remembered as an expression of our national spirit; and its
symbol will be the rainbows drawn by children.

Across the Commonwealth and around the world, we have seen heart-warming stories of
people coming together to help others, be it through delivering food parcels and medicines,
checking on neighbours, or converting businesses to help the relief effort.

And though self-isolating may at times be hard, many people of all faiths, and of none, are
discovering that it presents an opportunity to slow down, pause and reflect, in prayer or
meditation.

It reminds me of the very first broadcast I made, in 1940, helped by my sister. We, as
children, spoke from here at Windsor to children who had been evacuated from their homes
and sent away for their own safety. Today, once again, many will feel a painful sense of
separation from their loved ones. But now, as then, we know, deep down, that it is the
right thing to do.
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While we have faced challenges before, this one is different. This time we join with all
nations across the globe in a common endeavour, using the great advances of science and
our instinctive compassion to heal. We will succeed - and that success will belong to every
one ofus.

We should take comfort that while we may have more still to endure, better days will
return: we will be with our friends again; we will be with our families again; we will meet
again.

But for now, I send my thanks and warmest good wishes to you all.

The I)uke of Edinburgh's Message to everyone helping to tackle the
Pandemic. on 20 April 2020

As we approach World Immunisation Week, I wanted to recognise the vital and urgent
work being done by so many to tackle the pandemic; by those in the medical and scientific
professions, at universities and research institutions, all united in working to protect us
from Covid-19.

On behalf of those of us who remain safe and at"home, I also wanted to thank all key
workers who ensure the infrastructure of our life continues; the staff and volunteers
working on food production and distribution, those keeping postal and delivery services
going, and those ensuring the rubbish conJinues to be collected.



HM The Oueen's D Dav 75th Anniversary Address, on 8 Mav 2020

I speak to you today at the same hour as my father did, exactly 75 years ago. His message then
was a salute to the men and women at home and abroad who had sacrificed so much in pursuit
of what he rightly called a'great deliverance'.

The war had been a total war; it had affected everyone, and no one was immune from its impact.
Whether it be the men and women called up to serve; families separated from each other; or
people asked to take up new roles and skills to support the war effort, all had a part to play.

At the start, the outlook seemed bleak, the end distant, the outcome uncertain. But we kept faith
that the cause was right - and this belief, as my father noted in his broadcast, carried us through.

"Never give up, never despair" - that was the message of VE Day.

I vividly remember the jubilant scenes my sister and I witnessed with our parents and Winston
Churchill from the balcony ofBuckingham Palace. The sense ofjoy inthe crowds who gathered
outside and across the country was profound, fhough while we celebrated the victory in Europe,
we knew there wouid be further sacrifice.

It was not until August that fighting in the Far East ceased and the war finally ended. Many
people laid down their lives in that terrible conflict. They fought so we could live in peace, at
home and abroad. They died so we could live as free people in a world of free nations. They
risked all so our families and neighbourhoods could be safe. We should and will remember
them.

As I now reflect on my father's words and the joyous celebrations, which some of us

experienced first-hand, I am itrantnrt for the strength and courage that the United Kingdom,
the Commonwealth and allour allies displayed. The wartime generation knew that the best
way to honour those who did not come back from the war, was to ensure that it didn't happen
again. The greatest tribute to their sacrifice is that countries who were once sworn enemies are
now friends, working side by side for the peace, health and prosperity of us all.

Today it may seem hard that we cannot mark this special anniversary as we would wish. Instead
we remember from our homes and our doorsteps. But our streets are not empty; they are filled
with the love and the care that we have for each other.

And when I look at our country today, and see what we are willing to do to protect and
support one another, I say with pride that we are still a nation those brave soldiers, sailors and
airmen would recognise and admire.

I send my warmest good wishes to you all.


